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Hamilton County Juvenile Court Protocol for Safe Harbor Diversion Cases 

And Identification of Human Trafficking Cases 

 

 

 

 

In Ohio, the Safe Harbor Act provides that if the Juvenile Court finds reason to believe that a child is the victim of human trafficking 

and the charge is related to the victimization, the child is eligible to participate in a court monitored diversion program.  This section 

of the code aims to provide trauma treatment to the child victim rather than at prosecuting the child for acts that occurred while the 

child was being exploited.    If the child successfully completes diversion the charges shall be dismissed.  The law does not require 

that anyone be convicted under ORC Section 2905.32 in order for the Safe Harbor Act to apply.  ORC Section 2152.021(F) outlines 

the process for Juvenile Safe Harbor.   NOTE: The Court cannot proceed on Safe Harbor diversion unless the child victim agrees 

to diversion.  HB 262 (2012) Per the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, human trafficking victimization refers to sex 

trafficking (the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting of a person for the purpose of a 

commercial sex act in which the commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform 

such act has not attained 18 years of age) and labor trafficking (the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a 

person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, 

peonage, debt bondage, or slavery). 

 

Safe Harbor Diversion:    

At any time after the filing of a complaint alleging that a child is a delinquent child and before adjudication and upon the motion 

of any party or upon the Court's own motion, the court shall undertake proceedings to determine if the child is entitled to Safe 

Harbor diversion, pursuant to ORC 2152.021(F).  Any child who is charged with Soliciting, Loitering to Engage in Solicitation, 

and Prostitution is automatically eligible for Safe Harbor diversion and de facto presumed to be a victim of human trafficking 

as defined under ORC 2905.32.  Safe Harbor diversion protections can apply to felony level offenses, including charges like 

Trafficking in Persons and Promoting or Compelling Prostitution.  No specific charges are automatically excluded from Safe 

Harbor diversion.  

 

ORC 2152.021(F)(3) provides that the prosecuting attorney has the right to participate in any Safe Harbor hearing and to object 

to holding the complaint in abeyance.   The prosecutor may also make recommendations related to diversion actions.  The 

statute specifically precludes the use of any statements made by a child at a Safe Harbor hearing from being admissible in any 

subsequent proceeding against the child.  

 

ORC 2152.021 (F)(1) Requires the court to promptly appoint a guardian ad litem for the child, who shall not be the same 

person as the child's defense attorney. If the court decides to hold the complaint in abeyance, the guardian ad litem shall make 

recommendations regarding the best interest of the child to the court. 

 

 

Hearing Process: 

The Legal standard is the preponderance of the evidence to determine eligibility. 

 

The parties may stipulate that a child is eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion.  If the parties do not stipulate that a child is eligible for 

Safe Harbor Diversion, the Court shall hold a hearing to determine if the child is eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion.  During the 

hearing the Court may consider the following:  

1. Any relevant evidence admissible under the Ohio Rules of Evidence.  

2. The Court may also consider conducting an in camera interview of the child by the Court in lieu of testimony. 

3. In-court statements made by law enforcement officers, social workers, therapists, or other relevant persons, 

regardless of whether such statements would be otherwise admissible under the Ohio Rules of Evidence, so long as 

such statements are relevant and bear sufficient indicia of reliability.  

4. The report, findings, and recommendations of the Guardian ad Litem.  

 

If the parties stipulate the child is eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion or if the Court determines that a child is eligible 

for Safe Harbor Diversion after a hearing, the Court shall determine what programs the child is required to participate in 

to constitute satisfactory completion of diversion. The parties may stipulate to the plan and the Court shall hear 
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recommendations from the guardian ad litem, prosecuting attorney, defense counsel, social workers, therapists, and any 

other relevant persons as to the appropriate terms of diversion. The Court may make any orders regarding placement, 

services, supervision, diversion actions, and conditions of abeyance, including, but not limited to, engagement in trauma-

based behavioral health services, substance abuse treatment, or education activities, that the Court considers appropriate 

and in the best interest of the child. The Court shall hold the complaint in abeyance during the pendency of its diversion  

 

order up to ninety (90) days, with an additional 270 days, in 90 day increments available to ensure compliance. ORC 

2152.021 (F)(4). 

 

Review Hearings:  

The Court must hold a review hearing not more than ninety days after the child enters the Safe Harbor Diversion Program in 

order to determine the child's progress in the program. The Court may hold the child's complaints in abeyance for up to a 

total of 360 days, while the child completes services and other actions as ordered by the Court. If the Court finds that the 

child has accomplished the goals set forth in the Individualized Service Plan, to the satisfaction of the Court, the Court shall 

dismiss the complaint and order that the records pertaining to the case be expunged immediately. 

 

If the Court finds that the child has not completed the terms of diversion to the satisfaction of the Court, the Court may 

terminate the Safe Harbor Division Program. The Court shall then proceed upon the complaint. ORC 2152.021 (F)(5). 

 

Process for Identifying Cases and Determining Eligibility for Safe Harbor Diversion: 

1. Process to follow if a child is suspected of being trafficked or at risk of being trafficked 

A. Court Personnel   

i. If any staff person identifies a child as being suspected of being trafficked, they will notify the 

Safe Harbor Coordinator.  The Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening 

Tool will be completed by the Safe Harbor Coordinator, or a trained designee. 

ii. The Magistrate scheduled to hear the case will be notified of the suspicion, and on the court's  

motion will set the matter for an advanced hearing with a designated Magistrate. The Magistrate 

will appoint a Guardian ad Litem (GAL) and an attorney through the Public Defender's Office. 

T h e  Prosecutor's office will be notified of the hearing. The Case Manager at the Youth Detention 

Center, is the contact person for the Magistrate and attorneys at the Youth Detention Center 

(2020). 

iii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to Hamilton County 

Job and Family Services, 241-KIDS hotline, and a referral to the local anti-human trafficking task 

force, if appropriate, will be made.    

iv. The Prosecutor and/or the Safe Harbor Coordinator will contact the local anti-human trafficking task 

force and start the process for identifying possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the 

case and plan for a forensic interview if deemed appropriate. A child's satisfactory compliance in the 

Safe Harbor Diversion Program will in no way be contingent upon the child's participation in the law 

enforcement investigation process.   

v. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will initiate contact with service providers and all professionals currently 

involved with the child's current care in order to schedule a multi-disciplinary team meeting and 

introduce the Safe Harbor process. If a child is not already engaged in services, the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator will work with the Salvation Army and the GAL to determine what service referrals will 

meet the child's needs.  

 

B. Defense Counsel or Guardian ad Litem (GAL) 

i. If Defense Counsel or the GAL identifies a child as being suspected of being trafficked, they will 

notify the Safe Harbor Coordinator and will also contact 241-KIDS.   The Ohio Department of Youth 

Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool will be completed by the Safe Harbor Coordinator, or 

a trained designee.   

ii. The Magistrate scheduled to hear the case will be notified of the suspicion, and on the court's 

motion will set the matter for an advanced hearing with a designated Magistrate. The Magistrate 

will appoint a GAL and an attorney through the Public Defender's Office. T h e  Prosecutor's 
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office will be notified of the hearing.   The Case Manager at detention is the contact person for the 

Magistrate and attorneys at the Youth Detention Center (2020). 

iii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to Hamilton County 

Job and Family Services, 241-KIDS hotline, and a referral to the local anti-human trafficking task 

force, if appropriate, will be made.    

iv. The Prosecutor and/or the Safe Harbor Coordinator will contact the local anti-human trafficking task 

force and start the process for identifying possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the 

case and plan for a forensic interview if deemed appropriate. A child's satisfactory compliance in the 

Safe Harbor Diversion Program will in no way be contingent upon the child's participation in the law 

enforcement investigation process. 

v. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will initiate contact with service providers and all professionals currently 

involved with the child's current care in order to schedule a multi-disciplinary team meeting and 

introduce the Safe Harbor process. If a child is not already engaged in services, the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator will work with the Salvation Army and the GAL to determine what service referrals will 

meet the child's needs.  

 

C. Probation  

i. Probation Officers will ask a set of trafficking-related intake questions (see attachment #1) during their 

initial interview/meeting with the child to pre-screen whether the child may have been a victim of 

human trafficking, or is at risk of being a victim of human trafficking.   

ii. If a child endorses any of the trafficking-related intake questions, Probation Officer will notify the Safe 

Harbor Coordinator and the Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening 

Tool will be completed by the Safe Harbor Coordinator, or a trained designee. 

iii. Any necessary protocol for a mandated reporter should still be followed in addition to notifying the 

Safe Harbor Coordinator.  

iv. The Magistrate scheduled to hear the case will be notified of the suspicion, and on the court's 

motion will set the matter for an advanced hearing with a designated Magistrate. The Magistrate 

will appoint a GAL and an attorney through the Public Defender's Office. T h e  Prosecutor's 

office will be notified of the hearing.   The Case Manager at detention is the contact person for the 

Magistrate and attorneys at the Youth Detention Center (2020).  

v. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to Hamilton County 

Job and Family Services, 241-KIDS hotline, and a referral to the local anti-human trafficking task 

force, if appropriate, will be made.       

vi. The Prosecutor and/or the Safe Harbor Coordinator will contact the local anti-human trafficking task 

force and start the process for identifying possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the 

case and plan for a forensic interview if deemed appropriate.  A youth's satisfactory compliance in the 

Safe Harbor Diversion Program will in no way be contingent upon the youth's participation in the law 

enforcement investigation process.  

vii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will initiate contact with service providers and all professionals currently 

involved with the child's current care in order to schedule a multi-disciplinary team meeting and 

introduce the Safe Harbor process. If a child is not already engaged in services, the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator will work with the Salvation Army and the GAL to determine what service referrals will 

meet the child's needs.   

 

D. Assessment Center 

i. Assessment Center staff will ask a set of trafficking-related intake questions (see attachment #1) during 

their initial interview/meeting with the child to pre-screen whether the child may have been a victim of 

human trafficking, or is at risk of being a victim of human trafficking.     

ii. If a child endorses any of the trafficking-related intake questions, Assessment Center staff will notify 

the Safe Harbor Coordinator and the Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking 

Screening Tool will be completed by the Safe Harbor Coordinator, or a trained designee. 
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iii. Any necessary protocol for a mandated reporter should still be followed in addition to notifying the 

Safe Harbor Coordinator.  

iv. The Magistrate scheduled to hear the case will be notified of the suspicion, and on the court's 

motion will set the matter for an advanced hearing with a designated Magistrate. The Magistrate 

will appoint a GAL and an attorney through the Public Defender's Office. T h e  Prosecutor's 

office will be notified of the hearing. The Case Manager at detention is the contact person for the 

Magistrate and attorneys at the Youth Detention Center (2020). 

v. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to Hamilton County 

Job and Family Services, 241-KIDS hotline, and a referral to the local anti-human trafficking task 

force, if appropriate, will be made.       

vi. The Prosecutor and/or the Safe Harbor Coordinator will contact the local anti-human trafficking task 

force and start the process for identifying possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the 

case and plan for a forensic interview if deemed appropriate.  A youth's satisfactory compliance in the 

Safe Harbor Diversion Program will in no way be contingent upon the youth's participation in the law 

enforcement investigation process.  

vii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will initiate contact with service providers and all professionals currently 

involved with the child's current care in order to schedule a multi-disciplinary team meeting and 

introduce the Safe Harbor process. If a child is not already engaged in services, the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator will work with the Salvation Army and the GAL to determine what service referrals will 

meet the child's needs.   

 

 

E. Detention Intake  

i. Intake staff at detention will ask a set of trafficking-related intake questions (see attachment #1) to pre-

screen whether a child may have been a victim of human trafficking, or is at risk of being a victim of 

human trafficking.   

ii. If a child endorses any of the trafficking-related intake questions, Detention staff will notify the Safe 

Harbor Coordinator and the Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening 

Tool will be completed by the Safe Harbor Coordinator, or a trained designee. 

iii. The current Youth Detention Center (2020) protocol when a child is identified for sexual assault is to 

contact the police and Hamilton County Job and Family Services. This will continue.   

iv. The Magistrate scheduled to hear the case will be notified, by the Safe Harbor Coordinator, of the 

suspicion, and on the court's motion will set the matter for an advanced hearing with a designated 

Magistrate. The Magistrate will appoint a GAL and an attorney through the Public Defender's 

Office. T h e  Prosecutor's office will be notified of the hearing.   The Case Manager at detention, 

is the contact person for the Magistrate and attorneys at 2020. 

v. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to Hamilton County 

Job and Family Services, 241-KIDS hotline, and a referral to the local anti-human trafficking task 

force, if appropriate, will be made.          

vi. The Prosecutor and/or the Safe Harbor Coordinator will contact the local anti-human trafficking task 

force and start the process for identifying possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the 

case and plan for a forensic interview if deemed appropriate. A child's satisfactory compliance in the 

Safe Harbor Diversion Program will in no way be contingent upon the youth's participation in the law 

enforcement investigation process.  

vii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will initiate contact with service providers and all professionals currently 

involved with the child's current care in order to schedule a multi-disciplinary team meeting and 

introduce the Safe Harbor process. If a child is not already engaged in services, the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator will work with the Salvation Army and the GAL to determine what service referrals will 

meet the child's needs.   

2. Initial Hearing 

A. Ensure the involvement of staff from The Salvation Army's Anti-Trafficking Program 
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B. Possible referral to Cincinnati Children's Hospital Mayerson Center for Safe and Healthy Children (CCHMC), 

if deemed appropriate 

C. Determine Hamilton County Job and Family Services involvement  

D. Address alternatives to detention and treatment options 

E. Determine if child wishes to pursue the Safe Harbor Diversion Program 

F. Possible Stipulation to Safe Harbor or set for full hearing 

 

3. Hearing on Safe Harbor Diversion Eligibility 

A. If the parties do not stipulate that a child is eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion, the court will conduct a hearing 

to determine if the child is eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion. No testimony, exhibits, or statements made may 

be used or disclosed for prosecution of the defendant unless there is an independent basis for the discovery and 

admissibility of the evidence or statements. During the hearing the court may consider the following: 

i. Any evidence admissible under the Ohio Rules of Evidence. 

ii. The in-camera interview of the child by the Court. The prosecuting attorney and the defense counsel 

will be permitted to observe from a remote location via closed circuit TV or other available means, if 

the child agrees to such an interview.  The GAL will be present during the in-camera interview of the 

child. The interview of the child will take place outside of the presence of the parent in case there is a 

possibility that the parent is involved in the trafficking. 

iii. In-court statements made by law enforcement officers, social workers, therapists, or other relevant 

persons, regardless of whether such statements would be otherwise admissible under the Ohio Rules of 

Evidence, so long as such statements are relevant and bear sufficient indicia of reliability. 

iv. The report, findings, and recommendations of the GAL.  

 

4. Upon acceptance onto the Safe Harbor Diversion docket, the Court will review the Individualized Service Plan 

submitted by the previously developed multi-disciplinary Safe Harbor Team, and discuss any additions or revisions.  

The Individualized Service Plan should be developed under the guidance of the Safe Harbor Coordinator with 

direct input from the child and other team members.   The Individualized Supervision Plan should be developed to 

address the child's identified needs.  

A. The Court will accept the Individualized Service Plan and continue the case for monitoring not more than 

30 days for review.  Unless the child is in detention in which case no more than two weeks.  

B. Updated reports will be provided by the Safe Harbor Team to the court at every court hearing and the case will 

be continued every 30-45 days until the child has achieved the goals identified in the Individualized Service 

Plan within the allotted time frame discussed above.  

C. Upon satisfactory achievement of identified goals, the Court will dismiss the charge which will trigger the 

sealing/expungement process.  The Safe Harbor Coordinator will remain involved with the child to ensure a 

continuity of care occurs and any ongoing services are in place.  

D. If the child does not comply, the Court at the request of the prosecutor will set the matter for a hearing.  

E. The Safe Harbor team members will meet at a minimum of once a month to discuss the child's progress towards 

the goals identified in the Individualized Service Plan.  The team will be prepared to provide the Court with a 

verbal report at each review hearing.  

 

Youth at Risk for Human Trafficking Who Are Not Eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion:  

A youth may not be eligible for Safe Harbor Diversion if it is determined there is no nexus between the instant offense and 

the youth's trafficking victimization.  Or, if the youth decides they do not wish to participate in the Safe Harbor Diversion 

process in regards to the instant offense.   

 

1.  Process to follow if a child is suspected of being trafficked or at risk of being trafficked 

a. Court Personnel 

i. If a staff person identifies a child as being suspected of being trafficked, they will notify the Safe 

Harbor Coordinator.  The Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool 

will be completed. 

ii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to 241-KIDS and a 

referral to the local anti-human trafficking task force, if appropriate, will be made.    

i. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or Salvation Army will contact the local anti-human trafficking task 

force and start the process for identifying possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the 



 

[Type text] Page 6 
 

case and plan for a forensic interview if deemed appropriate.  A youth's satisfactory compliance will in 

no way be contingent upon the youth's participation in the law enforcement investigation process.  

 

b. Defense Counsel  

i. Defense Counsel will notify the Safe Harbor Coordinator and will also contact 241-KIDS if a child is 

suspected of being trafficked.    The designated Magistrate will be notified of the case and a GAL will 

be appointed.  The case will then be advanced to the designated Magistrate's docket.   

ii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to 241-KIDS and a 

referral to the local anti-human trafficking task force, if appropriate, will be made.    

ii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will contact the local anti-human trafficking task force and start the process for identifying 

possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the case and plan for a forensic interview if 

deemed appropriate. A youth's satisfactory compliance will in no way be contingent upon the youth's 

participation in the law enforcement investigation process.  

 

c. Probation  

i. Probation Officers will ask a series of identified questions (see attachment #1) during their initial 

interview/meeting in an attempt to identify any youth who has been a victim of human trafficking, or is 

at risk of being a victim of human trafficking.   

ii. If a youth endorses any of those initial intake questions, Probation Officer will notify the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator and the Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool will 

be completed. 

iii. Any necessary protocol for a mandated reporter should still be followed in addition to notifying the 

Safe Harbor Coordinator.  

iv. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to 241-KIDS and a 

referral to the local anti-human trafficking task force, if appropriate, will be made.    

iii. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will contact the local anti-human trafficking task force and start the process for identifying 

possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the case and plan for a forensic interview if 

deemed appropriate.  A youth's satisfactory compliance will in no way be contingent upon the youth's 

participation in the law enforcement investigation process.  

 

d. Assessment Center 

i. Assessment Center staff will ask a series of identified questions (see attachment #1), of any youth they 

have contact with who have NOT previously been through the intake process at Detention, in an 

attempt to identify any youth who has been a victim of human trafficking, or is at risk of being a victim 

of human trafficking.   

ii. If a youth endorses any of those initial intake questions, Assessment Center staff will notify the Safe 

Harbor Coordinator and the Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening 

Tool will be completed. 

iii. Any necessary protocol for a mandated reporter should still be followed in addition to notifying the 

Safe Harbor Coordinator.  

iv. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time(to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to 241-KIDS and a 

referral to the local anti-human trafficking task force, if appropriate, will be made.    

iv. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will contact the local anti-human trafficking task force and start the process for identifying 

possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the case and plan for a forensic interview if 

deemed appropriate. A youth's satisfactory compliance will in no way be contingent upon the youth's 

participation in the law enforcement investigation process.  
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e. Detention Intake  

i. Intake staff at detention will ask a series of identified questions (see attachment #1) in an attempt to 

identify any youth who has been a victim of human trafficking, or is at risk of being a victim of human 

trafficking.   

ii. If a youth endorses any of those initial intake questions, intake staff will notify the Safe Harbor 

Coordinator and the Ohio Department of Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool will 

be completed. 

iii. Current 2020 protocol when a child is identified for sexual assault is to contact the police and HCJFS. 

This will continue. In addition, staff will also notify the case manager for the 2020 magistrate to 

initiate the protocol. 

iv. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will meet with the child within a reasonable amount of time (to be determined by the 

child's location – detention, home, group home, other) and complete the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services Human Trafficking Screening Tool. A report will be made to 241-KIDS and a 

referral to the local anti-human trafficking task force, if appropriate, will be made.    

v. The Safe Harbor Coordinator and/or a representative from the Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program will contact the local anti-human trafficking task force and start the process for identifying 

possible known traffickers, begin the investigation of the case and plan for a forensic interview if 

deemed appropriate.  A youth's satisfactory compliance will in no way be contingent upon the youth's 

participation in the law enforcement investigation process.  

 

2. Development of Multi-Disciplinary Team 

a. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will initiate contact with service providers and all professionals currently involved 

with the youth to schedule a multi-disciplinary team meeting and introduce the Safe Harbor process.  If at any 

time additional service providers become involved with the youth, they will be added to the team. 

b. A Multi-Disciplinary Team meeting should be scheduled as soon as possible.  

i. The team, with input from the youth, will work to identify the youth's strengths and needs in order to 

assist in the development of the youth's Individualized Service Plan.  

ii. Service referrals should be made to address the youth's needs. 

c. Team Meetings should occur a minimum of once a month 

d. Safe Harbor Coordinator will remain involved for the duration of the court's involvement.  This includes any 

delinquency or dependency court involvement.   

i. Upon the court terminating involvement, the Safe Harbor Coordinator will work with the Multi-

Disciplinary team to ensure a plan is in place to ensure a continuity of care.  

e. The youth is a critical part of the Multi-Disciplinary Team and their voice should be included in all aspects if 

they choose to participate.  

 

Court-Wide Training:  

1. The Safe Harbor Coordinator will ensure Human Trafficking specific training is offered and available to court employees 

on a yearly basis.  This training should be trauma informed and include trauma-responsive care information.  
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ATTACHMENT #1 

 

 

 

 

INITIAL TRAFFICKING INTAKE QUESTIONS 

 

 

 Have you ever been asked to trade sex for something you need or want (like drugs, money, food, a place to stay, etc.)? 

 

 Have you ever been forced to have sex with other people? 

 

 Have you ever been forced to do work (whether it’s an actual job, housework, selling drugs, stealing, etc.) that you didn't want to 

do?  

 

 Have you ever had to provide for your own basic needs or support yourself financially? 

 


