
Navigating 
Difficult 
Questions



This session...

GOALS STRATEGIES RESPONSE



How comfortable do you feel addressing difficult 
questions about human trafficking? 



Why? 



Tips for 
Delivery

Keep audience engaged

Preserve learning environment

Correct or inform 

Provide alternatives



Brainstorm
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Strategy

PREPARE PAUSE RESPOND



Respond
Validate
Educate
Counter
Redirect
Follow-up



“I donʼt get it. 
Why donʼt they 

just leave?”



Small Group Discussion



A: “Where were 
the parents? Why 
didnʼt they help?”

B: “This would 
never happen to 

my child.”



Tips for 
Delivery

Keep them engaged

Preserve learning environment

Correct or inform

Provide alternatives



“Wouldnʼt 
trafficking go 
away if we just 

legalized 
prostitution?”



Adapted from: https://www.kristenfrenchcacn.org/human-trafficking/types-of-exploitation/

Sex Trafficking vs. Sex Work
Sex Trafficking Sex Work

Involuntary or Forced

No 

No 

Yes

No

Entry

Control Over Working

Control Over Profits

Control By Buyer

Option to Exit

Voluntary by Choice or Circumstance

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

https://www.kristenfrenchcacn.org/human-trafficking/types-of-exploitation/


Objective of Model

Equality Model
Decriminalize people in 
prostitution while continuing 
to hold exploiters and sex 
buyers accountable.

Full Decriminalization Model
Decriminalize the sex trade, 
including prostitution, 
patronizing prostitution (sex 
buying), brothel owners, and 
promoting prostitution 
(pimping).

Both groups agree that people bought and sold in the sex trade 
must not be prosecuted. 

Source: My Life My Choice



After all of this, how comfortable do you feel 
responding to comments and questions that come 
up in training that may be victim blaming, 
perpetuating myths, alienating, etc.?



Tips for 
Delivery

Keep them engaged

Preserve learning environment

Correct or inform

Provide alternatives



Did "Navigating Difficult Questions" meet your expectations? Yes/No
If no, where did the session fall short? 
As a result of this session....

I have strategies to respond to difficult questions and comments.
I feel more prepared to respond to difficult questions or comments.

Please rate the following for this session. 
The quality of instruction.
The quality of activities and interactions.
The quality of the learning environment.

Polling Questions



Agree or Disagree?

I am committed to using the UAST curriculum in my community.

I am confident I can deliver the UAST curriculum.

I believe that using the UAST curriculum in my community will help raise awareness 
about sex trafficking.

I believe that using the UAST curriculum will help audiences feel more empathy 
toward sex trafficking victims and survivors.

I believe that using the UAST curriculum will motivate audiences to take steps to 
address sex trafficking.

Polling Questions



See you on April 
4th!


